
 

SAP® Analysis Office 
The Comprehensive Guide 

Tobias Meyer   

 

 

 

 

  



Tobias Meyer 

SAP® Analysis Office - The Comprehensive Guide 

All rights reserved 

5th Edition 2020, Würzburg 

© 2016-2020 by Tobias Meyer 

URL: https://www.reyemsaibot.com | http://www.analysisoffice.net 

 

All rights reserved. Neither this publication nor any part of it may be copied or reproduced in any form 

or by any means or translated into another language without the prior consent of Tobias Meyer, 

Hedenstraße 19a, 97265 Hettstadt, Germany 

I make no warranties or representations with respects to the content hereof and specifically disclaims 

any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for any particular purpose. I assume no responsibility 

for any errors that may appear in this publication. 

Feedback 

I appreciate any kind of feedback you have concerning this book. 

Please mail me at postbox@reyemsaibot.com. 

  



 

 

1 Table of Contents 
Foreword .......................................................................................................................................... 1 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................... 2 

1 Analysis Office vs. BEx Analyzer .............................................................................................. 4 

1.1 Functionality ..................................................................................................................... 4 

1.2 Why should you use Analysis Office? ................................................................................ 5 

2 Installation and Configuration................................................................................................... 7 

2.1 System requirements ....................................................................................................... 8 

2.2 After installation checks .................................................................................................... 9 

2.3 Uninstall Analysis Office .................................................................................................. 11 

2.4 Queries and data model ................................................................................................. 11 

2.5 Authorizations ................................................................................................................ 12 

2.6 Authorization Examples SAP NetWeaver platform ........................................................... 13 

2.7 BusinessObjects BI platform prerequisites ...................................................................... 15 

2.8 Shortcut properties ........................................................................................................ 15 

3 Customize Analysis ............................................................................................................... 18 

3.1 Options .......................................................................................................................... 18 

3.2 Advanced settings.......................................................................................................... 24 

3.3 Technical Configuration .................................................................................................. 28 

3.4 Customize User Interface ............................................................................................... 30 

4 Basics ................................................................................................................................... 48 

4.1 BEx vs. AO Terminology ................................................................................................. 48 

4.2 Data Connectivity ........................................................................................................... 48 

4.3 Your first Crosstab ......................................................................................................... 54 

4.4 Open and Save Workbooks ........................................................................................... 58 

4.5 Analysis Office Add-in .................................................................................................... 60 

4.6 Protect a workbook or worksheet ................................................................................... 89 

4.7 Sorting Data ................................................................................................................... 91 

4.8 Filtering Data .................................................................................................................. 94 

4.9 Prompting and Variables .............................................................................................. 129 

4.10 Swap Axes ................................................................................................................... 138 

4.11 Visualization ................................................................................................................. 139 

4.12 Formatting Data ........................................................................................................... 150 

4.13 Analyzing SAP Analytics Cloud models ......................................................................... 169 



 

 

5 Advanced Functions ............................................................................................................ 171 

5.1 Hierarchies ................................................................................................................... 171 

5.2 SAP Excel formula ........................................................................................................ 177 

5.3 Calculations ................................................................................................................. 200 

5.4 Query view ................................................................................................................... 208 

5.5 Filter Panel ................................................................................................................... 210 

5.6 Creating PowerPoint Slide ............................................................................................ 212 

5.7 Excel formula ............................................................................................................... 214 

5.8 Report-to-Report Interface (RRI) ................................................................................... 215 

5.9 Variants ........................................................................................................................ 218 

5.10 Table Design ................................................................................................................ 221 

5.11 Contains Pattern .......................................................................................................... 231 

5.12 Comments ................................................................................................................... 232 

5.13 Document Store & Document Filter .............................................................................. 234 

5.14 Replace System ........................................................................................................... 238 

5.15 Tools ............................................................................................................................ 239 

5.16 Integrated Planning ...................................................................................................... 242 

5.17 Grouping Crosstabs ..................................................................................................... 250 

5.18 Linking dimensions ....................................................................................................... 252 

5.19 Group Members ........................................................................................................... 253 

5.20 Date Picker .................................................................................................................. 256 

5.21 Working in formula-optimized mode ............................................................................. 257 

6 Company Functions ............................................................................................................ 262 

6.1 Workbook migration ..................................................................................................... 262 

6.2 Set up a default workbook in your company ................................................................. 263 

6.3 Enhance Ribbon interface ............................................................................................ 265 

6.4 Launch Workbooks from BI platform with variables ...................................................... 267 

6.5 Single Sign On (SSO)  & Two-Factor Authentication ...................................................... 267 

7 Reporting with API and VBA ................................................................................................ 270 

7.1 Information ................................................................................................................... 271 

7.2 Working ....................................................................................................................... 275 

7.3 Table Design ................................................................................................................ 287 

7.4 Planning ....................................................................................................................... 304 

7.5 Hide & Show UI components ....................................................................................... 305 



 

 

7.6 Callbacks ..................................................................................................................... 306 

7.7 LastError information .................................................................................................... 311 

7.8 BAdI Information .......................................................................................................... 312 

7.9 Syntax for Variable Values ............................................................................................ 314 

7.10 VBA Examples ............................................................................................................. 315 

8 Usage Scenarios ................................................................................................................. 321 

9 Troubleshooting .................................................................................................................. 326 

9.1 Advanced Support and Profiling Mode ......................................................................... 327 

9.2 Analyze Client Profiling Results ..................................................................................... 329 

10 SAP Analytics Cloud ........................................................................................................... 332 

10.1 System requirements and authorizations ...................................................................... 332 

A. Appendix ............................................................................................................................ 334 

B. Author ................................................................................................................................. 335 

C. Index ................................................................................................................................... 336 

D. Disclaimer ........................................................................................................................... 340 

E. SAP Notes .......................................................................................................................... 341 

 

 


